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	PERTINENT CORRESPONDENCE


	Application Number: 
	Applicants: USACE New England District
	Permit Type: Planning Division
	Anticipated project start date: 10/1/2018
	Anticipated project end date: 1/31/2019
	Aquaculture/Artificial Reef: Off
	Maintenance Dredging/Disposal/Beach Nourishment: Yes
	Piers/Ramps/Floats/Structures: Off
	Transportation/Development: Off
	Mitigation: Off
	Bank Stabilization/Dam Maintenance: Off
	Other: Off
	If other describe: 
	Project Action Description and Purpose: Improvement dredging: Narragansett, RI. In water disposal: South Kingstown, RI

The proposed project includes the widening of the existing 15-foot deep West
Bulkhead channel by 50 feet for a distance of approximately 700 feet and extending this
same channel approximately 1,200 feet into the North Basin area at a width of 150 feet
and a depth of 11 feet (Figure 2). Approximately 23,700 cubic yards (CY) of sandy
material will be removed from the improvement sections using a mechanical dredge
with supporting split-hull scows. The sandy dredged material will be placed in
nearshore waters off of the Matunuck shoreline in South Kingstown, RI, approximately
three miles west of the harbor. The dredged material will be placed in approximately 15
to 18 feet MLLW of water. Construction will occur between October 1 and January 31 of
any given year in which funding becomes available and is expected to take two to three
weeks to complete.  The use of a time of year restriction will minimize and/or eliminate any potential effects to the transient ESA listed species that may occasionally be found within the project area.  

Use of a turbidity curtain to minimize the extent of a turbidity plume and exclude listed species from the dredge area is not operationally feasible, given the size of the dredge area and the size/dynamic environment of the disposal area.  Additionally, the material to be dredged is predominately sand and should not produce significant levels of suspended sediments.    
	Type of Habitat Modified 1: sand, saline
	Area acres 1: 8
	Type of Habitat Modified 2: 
	Area acres 2: 
	Type of Habitat Modified 3: 
	Area acres 3: 
	Project Latitude: 41.384041
	Project Longitude: -71.511496
	ANS: Yes
	ANS DPS: 
	ANS CH: Off
	ANS CH DPS: 
	SNS: Yes
	Green sea turtle: Yes
	Kemp's ridley: Yes
	Loggerhead: Yes
	Leatherback: Yes
	NA Right Whale: Yes
	NA RW CH: Off
	Fin whale: Yes
	Yes meets all General PDC: Off
	No does not meet all General PDC: Yes
	Width of water body: 425
	Stressor that extends furthest distance into water body: Turbidity Plume
	Max extent of stressor into the water body: 701
	General PDC 1: Off
	General PDC 2: Off
	General PDC 3: Off
	General PDC 4: Off
	General PDC 5: Off
	General PDC 6: Off
	General PDC 7: Off
	General PDC 8: Yes
	General PDC 9: Off
	General PDC 10: Off
	General PDC 11: Off
	Sound Pressure: Off
	Impingement: Yes
	Turbidity/Water Quality: Yes
	Entanglement: Off
	Habitat Mod: Yes
	Vessel Traffic: Yes
	Yes meets all Sound Pressure PDC: Off
	No does not meet Sound Pressure PDC: Off
	Pile material 1: 
	Pile diameter 1: 
	Number of piles 1: 
	Installation method 1: 
	Pile material 2: 
	Pile diameter 2: 
	Number of piles 2: 
	Installation Method 2: 
	Pile material 3: 
	Pile diameter 3: 
	Number of piles 3: 
	Installation method 3: 
	Pile material 4: 
	Pile diameter 4: 
	Number of piles: 
	Installation method 4: 
	Sound PDC 12: Off
	Sound PDC 13: Off
	Sound PDC 14: Off
	Yes meets Impingement PDCs: Yes
	No does not meet Impingement PDCs: Off
	Number of dredging/disposal events: 1
	Mesh screen size mm: 
	Impingement PDC 15: Off
	Impingement PDC 16: Off
	Impingement PDC 17: Off
	Impingement PDC 18: Off
	Impingement PDC 19: Off
	Yes meets Turbidity PDCs: Yes
	No does not meet Turbidity PDCs: Off
	Turbidity PDC 20: Off
	Turbidity PDC 21: Off
	Turbidity PDC 22: Off
	Turbidity PDC 23: Off
	Yes meets all Entanglement PDCs: Off
	No does not meet Entanglement PDCs: Off
	Type of Aquaculture: 
	Acreage 1: 
	Type of Aquaculture 2: 
	Acreage 2: 
	Type of Aquaculture 3: 
	Acreage 3: 
	Entanglement PDC 24: Off
	Entanglement PDC 25: Off
	Entanglement PDC 26: Off
	Entanglement PDC 27: Off
	Entanglement PDC 28: Off
	Yes meets Habitat Mod PDCs: Yes
	No does not meet Habitat Mod PDC: Off
	Habitat PDC 29: Off
	Yes meets Vessel Traffic PDCs: Yes
	No does not meet Vessel Traffic PDCs: Off
	Temporary Project Vessel Type 1: work barge
	Number of Vessels 1: 1
	Temporary Project Vessel Type 2: scow
	Number of Vessels 2: 1
	Temporary Project Vessel Type 3: tug
	Number of Vessels 3: 1
	Type of NonCommercial Vessels Added 1: 
	Number of NonCommercial Vessels 1: 
	Type of NonCommercial Vessels 2: 
	Number of NonCommercial Vessels 2: 
	Type of Commercial Vessels Added 1: 
	Number of Commercial Vessels 1: 
	Type of Commercial Vessels Added 2: 
	Number of Commercial Vessels 2: 
	Vessel Traffic PDC 30: Off
	Vessel Traffic PDC 31: Off
	Vessel Traffic PDC 32: Off
	Vessel Traffic PDC 33: Off
	PDCRow1: 8
	JustificationRow1: Suspended sediment levels from conventional mechanical clamshell bucket dredging operations have been shown to range from 105 mg/L in the middle of the water column to 445 mg/L near the bottom (210 mg/L, depth-averaged) (ACOE 2001). Furthermore, a study by Burton (1993) measured turbidity levels 500, 1,000, 2,000 and 3,300 feet from dredge sites in the Delaware River and were able to detect turbidity levels between 15 mg/L and 191 mg/L up to 2,000 feet from the dredge site. Within Point Judith Harbor, turbidity would remain localized about the dredge because of the harbor's low energy environment and due to the fact that the material being dredged is primarily sand. Based on these analyses, elevated suspended sediment levels of up to 445 mg/L may be present in the immediate vicinity of the clamshell bucket, and suspended sediment levels of up to 191 mg/L could be present within a 2,000 foot radius from the location of the clamshell dredge.

While turbidity plumes associated with dredging and nourishment may extend across the entirety of Point Judith Harbor, increased TSS in the water column is expected to dissipate rapidly (within hours). Increased TSS levels associated with the action (up to 445 mg/L) are below those known to have adverse effects on fish (580 mg/L). TSS is most likely to affect sturgeon if a plume causes a barrier to normal behaviors. However, we expect sturgeon to either swim through the plume with no adverse effects or make small evasive movements to avoid it. Sea turtles breathe air, and would not be adversely affected by passing through the temporary increase in TSS. Any effects to the movement of listed species would be too small to be meaningfully measured or detected, and are therefore, insignificant
	PDCRow2: 
	JustificationRow2: 
	PDCRow3: 
	JustificationRow3: 
	PDCRow4: 
	JustificationRow4: 
	ACOE determines NLAA: Off
	ACOE determines NLAA per conditions: Yes
	ACOE Signature Date: 12/12/2017
	GARFO concurs with ACOE: Off
	GARFO concurs with justification: Yes
	GARFO does not concur: Off
	DateRow1_2: 12/13/2017


